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A query letter. 
 
 

An elevator pitch. 
 

A convoluted 
theme you can't 
explain. 
 

A reluctant 
monarch. 
 

Robert A. Heinlein. 
 

Find-a-better-word 
brackets. 
 

Not wearing pants. 
 

Plotting. 
 

16 candles. 
 

Trouble. 
 

Pantsing. 
 

A detailed outline 
delineating every 
scene down to the 
paragraph level. 
 

The Aliens. 
 

A broken bridge. 
 

Live shame. 
 

Doggos. 
 

Dark and 
mysterious villains 
beyond our 
control. 
 

Rapping. 
 

A wanderer. 
 

Violence. 
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A horribly 
embarrassing typo. 
 

A friend. 
 

A magician. 
 

Psychic senses. 
 

The Villains's 
Journey. 
 

Food as plot trope. 
 

Waking up half-
naked in India 
Palace's parking 
lot. 
 

Books. 
 

Writing and 
praying the 
characters figure it 
out. 
 

Active plotting. 
 

Ambiguous genre. 
 

Pantsing your way 
to victory. 
 

A love triangle. 
 

Waiting till 
inspiration. 
 

New Fantasy 
Terms. 
 

Pretending to be 
productive. 
 

The Devil himself. 
 

Salvation. 
 

Character 
dysfunction. 
 

My collection of 
Japanese comics. 
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Service dogs. 
 

A secret garden. 
 

Power porn. 
 

Competence porn. 
 

Just plain old porn. 
 

Charcuterie of 
sentient beings. 
 

The Different 
Panel. 
 

17 chapters. 
 

Single malt scotch. 
 

Writer's Tears. 
 

Gender-ambiguous 
names. 
 

X-rated songs with 
twists. 
 

Sethra Lavode. 
 

Throwing a lyorn 
into a volcano. 
 

Borderland 
crossing. 
 

Subverting the 
trope. 
 

Birth luck. 
 

A dragon shelter. 
 

An anthology. 
 

All the marbles. 
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An elven lord who 
dies. 
 

Sentient weapons. 
 

A magic horse. 
 

Lit-erotica. 
 

A panel on a 
contentious topic 
that turns out 
really cool. 
 

Disturbing 
children's 
literature. 
 

Charcuterie. 
 

Service dogs. 
 

Breaking the fourth 
wall. 
 

A failure of 
profraeding. 
 

Twilight fan fiction. 
 

A jhereg wearing a 
bikini. 
 

A black leather hat 
with a feather. 
 

Whatever Liz 
thinks is plot. 
 

A shy weasel. 
 
 

A friendly storm 
weasel. 
 

A crushing sense 
of dread. 
 

A five-man band. 
 

Draco in leather 
pants. 
 

Seeing what 
happens when you 
stab someone. 
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An orgie at the 
Unseelie Court. 
 

An older woman 
who knows her 
way around the 
convention halls. 
 

Failure of the 
imagination. 
 

My muse being a 
bitch. 
 

Not wanting to 
break my 
characters' will... in 
that way. 
 

Chimpanzees in 
blue liquid. 
 

Peacock hair. 
 

My penis. 
 

Genital Jousting. 
 

Amish Vampires in 
Space. 
 

A chain mail bikini. 
 

Cannibal 
paprikash. 
 

Microphone 
feedback. 
 

The crackhouse 
next door. 
 

Anime that turns 
horribly dark by 
episode 3. 
 

Dark clouds of 
cigarette smoke. 
 

A good point. 
 

Dressing in black. 
 

Weasels. 
 

Otters who will not 
be herded. 
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Chekov's gun. 
 

Sentient cordyceps 
fungus. 
 

Surprised Pikachu. 
 

Human suffering. 
 

Chaos. 
 

Satanic rituals. 
 

Sanic. 
 

Mushrooms, 
mushrooms, 
badger, badger, 
badger. 
 

King Lyson, ruler 
of Tableria. 
 

Furries. 
 

Peanut butter. 
 

A transition portal. 
 

Consensual sex. 
 

Reading vulgar 
poetry aloud. 
 

Gorilla glue. 
 

Oompah Loompas. 
 

Cannibals. 
 

Firing an Uzi. 
 

A plot hole. 
 

Sex scenes. 
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Strong female 
characters. 
 

Getting 
decapitated by a 
helicopter. 
 

Amnesia. 
 

Writing while 
drunk. 
 

Self publishing. 
 

Publication envy. 
 

Audio version with 
a dyslexic narrator. 
 

Psychic cats. 
 

The smell of corflu. 
 

Sudden ninjas. 
 

Necromancy. 
 

A pangender 
octopus who 
roams the cosmos 
in search of love. 
 

Steve's hat. 
 

Cold consuite 
coffee. 
 

Repurposing 
childhood trauma 
for character 
development. 
 

Info-dumps. 
 

A hard drive crash 
with no backup. 
 

World-building 
through breakfast. 
 

Solving problems 
with violence. 
 

Those damned 
coffee urns. 
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A writer who has 
never seen Star 
Trek or Star Wars. 
 

Spoilers. 
 

Emma Bull's faery 
queen ensemble. 
 

An angry Vizsla. 
 

Hungry writers. 
 

Characters 
screaming in your 
brain. 
 

Karl giving the 
middle finger. 
 

A latex-clad fan. 
 

The Hero's 
Journey. 
 

Major revisions. 
 

Being two books 
short of a trilogy. 
 

A moderator on a A moderator on a A moderator on a A moderator on a 
power trip.power trip.power trip.power trip.    
 

A hallucinating AI. 
 

Pantsing your 
plotters. 
 

The circle of time. 
 

Trumps of Doom. 
 

Piers Anthony's 
underwear. 
 

She who must not 
be named. 
 

LJ disagreeing with 

Steve or Liz. 
 

Your other Cthulu Your other Cthulu Your other Cthulu Your other Cthulu 

shirt.shirt.shirt.shirt.    
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Your lonely, 
pathetic dreams. 
 

Introducing 
yourself as 
award-wining. 
 

Writing with pens 

that feel like wiping 

your ass with silk. 
 

My author website. 
 

Procrastination. 
 

Having big dreams 
but no realistic 
way to achieve 
them. 
 

A clackity 
keyboard. 
 

Emerging from the 
sea and rampaging 
through Tokyo. 
 

Using comedy as a 
coping 
mechanism. 
 

An editor with a 
comma fetish. 
 

Becoming a 
blueberry. 
 

Ghostwriting under 
a non-disclosure 
agreement. 
 

Telling a shitty 
story that goes 
nowhere. 
 

Completely 
unwarranted 
confidence. 
 

Remembering what 
happened in 
chapter one. 
 

AI waifus. 
 

A research rabbit-
hole. 
 

   


